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Increase Funding for the Graduate 

Psychology Education (GPE) PrograIU 

The Graduate Psychology Education (GPE) Program is the nation's primary federal program dedicated to the 

interdisciplinary education and training of doctoral-level psychologists. It aims to bolster the psychology 

workforce by preparing graduate students, doctoral interns, and postdoctoral residents to provide integrated, 

interdisciplinary behavioral health services in rural and urban underserved communities. GPE is funded 

through the annual federal appropriations process. In Fiscal Year 2026, APA Services is requesting 

$30,000,000 for the program, $5,000,000 over the FY2024 enacted level. 
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Workforce Shortages 

As the demand for mental and behavioral 

health services continues to outpace the 

available workforce, increased funding for 

GPE remains critical to addressing the 

pressing mental health needs of the nation. 

The Health Resources and Services 

Administration (HRSA) estimates that over 

122 million people live in a designated 

mental health professional shortage area. 

Every state, territory, and district in the 

country has at least one shortage area, and 

73.56% of the mental health need in the 

United States is unmet. In order to fully 

meet the mental health needs of our

population, we would need an additional 
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6,200 mental health practitioners. These shortages are especially acute in rural and other underserved 

areas. 
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